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The Jesse Tree comes from the prophecy of Isaiah:

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots."

Isaiah 11:1

Christians have acknowledged this prophecy to the
coming of Jesus Christ. The genealogies of Jesus
show that Our Lord was in the royal blood line of

David, and therefor a descendant of Jesse.

The Jesse Tree is a beautiful genealogy of Christ.

The Jesse Tree activity, is ofter used at Christmas
time to guide us and prepare use through scripture

and art, to tell the story of Jesus.

Thank you for joining us on the journey to Christmas!
God Bless!

All Bible verses are taken from the
Revised Standard Version - Catholic Edition

Day 1: Jesse Tree

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.

Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist,
and faithfulness the girdle of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall feed;
their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.
In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; him

shall the nations seek, and his dwellings shall be glorious.

Isaiah 11:1-10

Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not
eat of any tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We

may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not
eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall

you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then the eyes of
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed

fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. And they heard the
sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom

thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to

the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all cattle,

and above all wild animals;
upon your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed;

he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

Genesis 3:1-15

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was

moving over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the

darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, one day. And God said, “Let there be a firmament in

the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God made
the firmament and separated the waters which were under the firmament from the

waters which were above the firmament. And it was so. And God called the firmament
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the

waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And
God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees

bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.” And it
was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. And

God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let

them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was
so. And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser

light to rule the night; he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of
the heavens to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, a fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the
heavens.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according

to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And
there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and

beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts
of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and

everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.

Genesis 1:1-27
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Day 5: Abraham 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Fear

not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram
said, “O Lord God, what wilt thou give me, for I continue childless, and

the heir of my house is Elie zer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold,
thou hast given me no offspring; and a slave born in my house will be my
heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not

be your heir; your own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside
and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to

number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And
he believed the Lord; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness. And he
said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chalde ans, to

give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to
know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years
old, a she-goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid

each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And
when birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them
away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a
dread and great darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord said to Abram,

“Know of a surety that your descendants will be sojourners in a land that is
not theirs, and will be slaves there, and they will be oppressed for four

hundred years; but I will bring judgment on the nation which they serve,
and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for yourself,

you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old
age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation; for the

iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” When the sun had gone
down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch

passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of

Egypt to the great river, the river Euphra tes, the land of the Ken ites, the
Ken izzites, the Kad monites, the Hittites, the Per izzites, the Reph aim,

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Gir gashites and the Jeb usites.”
 

Genesis 15

 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil

continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out man

whom I have created from the face of the ground, man and beast and
creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made
them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. These are the
generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his

generation; Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the
earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it

was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. And
God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh; for
the earth is filled with violence through them; behold, I will destroy

them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make rooms
in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you are to

make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits. Make a roof for the ark, and finish it

to a cubit above; and set the door of the ark in its side; make it with
lower, second, and third decks. For behold, I will bring a flood of waters

upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life from
under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will

establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. And of every living
thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep

them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds
according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of
every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every
sort shall come in to you, to keep them alive. Also take with you every
sort of food that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall serve as food for
you and for them.” Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

 
Genesis 6:5-22

  Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, “You shall not marry
one of the Canaanite women. Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethu el
your mother’s father; and take as wife from there one of the daughters of Laban

your mother’s brother. God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply
you, that you may become a company of peoples. May he give the blessing of

Abraham to you and to your descendants with you, that you may take possession
of the land of your sojournings which God gave to Abraham!” Thus Isaac sent
Jacob away; and he went to Paddan-aram to Laban, the son of Bethu el the

Arame an, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. Now Esau saw that
Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from

there, and that as he blessed him he charged him, “You shall not marry one of the
Canaanite women,” and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and
gone to Paddan-aram. So when Esau saw that the Canaanite women did not

please Isaac his father, Esau went to Ish mael and took to wife, besides the wives
he had, Ma halath the daughter of Ish mael Abraham’s son, the sister of Neba ioth. 

Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place,
and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of

the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. And he
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! And

behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to

your descendants; and your descendants shall be like the dust of the earth, and
you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south; and by you and your descendants shall all the families of the earth bless
themselves. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will

bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done that of which I
have spoken to you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is
in this place; and I did not know it.” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is

this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone which he had

put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He
called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come

again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone,
which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that thou givest me

I will give the tenth to thee.”
 

Genesis 28

Day 6: Isaac
After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he

said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Mori ah, and offer him there as a burnt offering

upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and

his son Isaac; and he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went
to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up

his eyes and saw the place afar off. Then Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the ass; I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come

again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it
on Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went
both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!”
And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood;

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them

together.
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an

altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him
on the altar, upon the wood. Then Abraham put forth his hand, and took the
knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and

said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay
your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram,
caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the
name of that place The Lord will provide; as it is said to this day, “On the

mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord called to
Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says
the Lord, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the

stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your
descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your

descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you
have obeyed my voice.” So Abraham returned to his young men, and they

arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.
Genesis 22:1-19





 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law,

Jethro, the priest of Mid ian; and he led his flock to the west
side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and lo, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said,
“I will turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burnt.” When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here am I.” Then he said, “Do not come near; put off your

shoes from your feet, for the place on which you are standing
is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God. Then the Lord said, “I have seen the affliction of my

people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of
their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, and I have come

down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land,

a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Per izzites, the

Hivites, and the Jeb usites. And now, behold, the cry of the
people of Israel has come to me, and I have seen the

oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I
will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring forth my people,

the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”
 

Exodus 3:1-10

 
 

Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the
land of Canaan. This is the history of the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the

flock with his brothers; he was a lad with the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought

an ill report of them to their father. Now Israel loved
Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he made him a long robe
with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father

loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and
could not speak peaceably to him.

 
Genesis 37:1-4

 

 
 

 
 

Now Jericho was shut up from within and from without because of the people of Israel;
none went out, and none came in. And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given into
your hand Jericho, with its king and mighty men of valor. You shall march around the
city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. And

seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; and on the
seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the

trumpets. And when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the
sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of
the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up every man straight before him.” So

Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the
Lord.” And he said to the people, “Go forward; march around the city, and let the armed

men pass on before the ark of the Lord.”
And as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven

trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the
ark of the covenant of the Lord following them. And the armed men went before the

priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, while the
trumpets blew continually. But Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout or
let your voice be heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I bid
you shout; then you shall shout.” So he caused the ark of the Lord to compass the city,

going about it once; and they came into the camp, and spent the night in the camp.
Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. And
the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord

passed on, blowing the trumpets continually; and the armed men went before them, and
the rear guard came after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. And

the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they
did for six days. On the seventh day they rose early at the dawn of day, and marched

around the city in the same manner seven times: it was only on that day that they
marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had

blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout; for the Lord has given you the
city. And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction;

only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the
messengers that we sent. But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to

destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and
make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction, and bring trouble upon it. But all silver
and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the Lord; they shall go into the

treasury of the Lord.” So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as
the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people raised a great shout, and the wall

fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him,
and they took the city.

 

Joshua 6:1-20

 
And God spoke all these words, saying,

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

“You shall have no other gods before me.
“You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or

that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them
or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth

generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor,
and do all your work; but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord
your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your manservant, or your maidservant, or your cattle, or

the sojourner who is within your gates; for in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the

seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and
hallowed it.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in
the land which the Lord your God gives you.

“You shall not kill.
“You shall not commit adultery.

 “You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or

his ass, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
 

Exodus 20:1-17





 
And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back

to her people and to her gods; return after your
sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave
you or to return from following you; for where you go

I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God;
where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.
May the Lord do so to me and more also if even

death parts me from you.” And when Na omi saw
that she was determined to go with her, she said no

more.
 

Ruth 1:15-18
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 And the Lord said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall smite
the Mid ianites as one man.” And he said to him, “If now I have
found favor with thee, then show me a sign that it is thou who

speakest with me. Do not depart from here, I pray thee, until I come
to thee, and bring out my present, and set it before thee.” And he

said, “I will stay till you return.”
So Gideon went into his house and prepared a kid, and unleavened
cakes from an ephah of flour; the meat he put in a basket, and the
broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the oak and
presented them. And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat
and the unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the

broth over them.” And he did so. Then the angel of the Lord
reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand, and touched

the meat and the unleavened cakes; and there sprang up fire from
the rock and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the
angel of the Lord vanished from his sight. Then Gideon perceived
that he was the angel of the Lord; and Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord
God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” But
the Lord said to him, “Peace be to you; do not fear, you shall not

die.”
 

Judges 6:16-23
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, seeing I
have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil,
and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided
for myself a king among his sons.” And Samuel said, “How can I go? If

Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ And invite Jesse to the

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me him whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded,

and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” And he said,

“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; consecrate yourselves,
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his

sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eli ab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before him.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected

him; for the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called

Abin adab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” And Jesse made seven

of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has
not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for we will
not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent, and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. And the Lord
said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord
came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up,

and went to Ramah.
 

1 Samuel 16:1-13
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of
the Lord was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could
not see, was lying down in his own place; the lamp of God had not yet gone

out, and Samuel was lying down within the temple of the Lord, where the
ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I

am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. And the Lord called
again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for

you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet

been revealed to him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And
he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel,

“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant
hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

And the Lord came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant hears.” Then the Lord

said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel, at which the two
ears of every one that hears it will tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all

that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. And I tell
him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity which he

knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain
them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house

shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.”
Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the

Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel
and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” And Eli said, “What

was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and
more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel
told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord;

let him do what seems good to him.”
 

1 Samuel 3:1-18



Stone Altar The Whale



 
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night;

and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” And Solomon said,
“Thou hast shown great and steadfast love to thy servant David

my father, because he walked before thee in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward thee; and thou
hast kept for him this great and steadfast love, and hast given him
a son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O Lord my God, thou
hast made thy servant king in place of David my father, although I
am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And
thy servant is in the midst of thy people whom thou hast chosen, a
great people, that cannot be numbered or counted for multitude.
Give thy servant therefore an understanding mind to govern thy
people, that I may discern between good and evil; for who is able

to govern this thy great people?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to

him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have

asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold,
I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and
none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have

not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall
compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my ways,

keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” And Solomon

awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem,
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered

up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all
his servants.

 
1 Kings 3:5-15

 
And the Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his

shield-bearer in front of him. And when the Philistine looked,
and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, ruddy

and comely in appearance. And the Philistine said to David,
“Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the

Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David,
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air

and to the beasts of the field.” Then David said to the Philistine,
“You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a

javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the

Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down,
and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the

host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the
wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there
is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the

Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s
and he will give you into our hand.” When the Philistine arose

and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. And David put his
hand in his bag and took out a stone, and slung it, and struck

the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead,
and he fell on his face to the ground. So David prevailed over

the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the
Philistine, and killed him; there was no sword in the hand of

David. Then David ran and stood over the Philistine, and took
his sword and drew it out of its sheath, and killed him, and cut

off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled.

 
1 Samuel 17:41-51

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amit tai, saying, “Arise, go to
Nin eveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness has come up before

me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down
to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went on board,

to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.
But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on
the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. Then the mariners were afraid, and
each cried to his god; and they threw the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to
lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had
lain down, and was fast asleep. So the captain came and said to him, “What do you

mean, you sleeper? Arise, call upon your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to
us, that we do not perish.”

And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose
account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.

Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is
your occupation? And whence do you come? What is your country? And of what

people are you?” And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”  Then the men were exceedingly afraid,

and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was
fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them.Then they said to

him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew
more and more tempestuous. He said to them, “Take me up and throw me into the

sea; then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great
tempest has come upon you.” Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship

back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous
against them. Therefore they cried to the Lord, “We beseech thee, O Lord, let us not

perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent blood; for thou, O Lord, hast
done as it pleased thee.” So they took up Jonah and threw him into the sea; and the

sea ceased from its raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly
of the fish three days and three nights.

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying,
“I called to the Lord, out of my distress,

    and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
    and thou didst hear my voice.

And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

Jonah 1; 2:1-2,10

 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the
offering of the oblation, but there was no voice; no one

answered, no one heeded.
Then Eli jah said to all the people, “Come near to me”; and all

the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of
the Lord that had been thrown down; Eli jah took twelve

stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of
Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel
shall be your name”; and with the stones he built an altar in

the name of the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar,
as great as would contain two measures of seed.

 
1 Kings 18:29-32

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 in the high-priesthood of Annas and Ca iaphas, the word of God came to John the
son of Zechari ah in the wilderness; and he went into all the region about the

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be brought low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways shall be made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

He said therefore to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits that
befit repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our

father’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the multitudes asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them,

“He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none; and he who has food,
let him do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him,

“Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than is
appointed you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to

them, “Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be content with your
wages.”

As the people were in expectation, and all men questioned in their hearts
concerning John, whether perhaps he were the Christ, John answered them all, “I

baptize you with water; but he who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor, and to gather the
wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So, with many other exhortations, he preached good news to the people. But
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Hero di-as, his brother’s

wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that he
shut up John in prison.

 
Luke 3:2-19

 
 In the year that King Uzzi ah died I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the

temple. Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his
feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and

said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of
him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I
said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Then flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a
burning coal which he had taken with tongs from the altar.

And he touched my mouth, and said: “Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin

forgiven.” And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I!

Send me.”
 

Isaiah 6:1-8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose

name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is

with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And

the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High;

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever;

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no

husband?” And the angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy,

the Son of God.
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according

to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
 
 

Luke 1:26-38
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her

husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to send her away quietly. But as he considered this,

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from

their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emman u-el”

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew

her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.
 

Matthew 1:18-25
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be enrolled. This was the first
enrollment, when Quirin i-us was governor of Syria. And
all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to be
delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:1-7

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have

come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:

‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will govern my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he

sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I

too may come and worship him.” When they had heard the
king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen

in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down

and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And

being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

Matthew 2:1-12


